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KYIV HAS WHAT AMERICA WANTS

Harwvard design team
aduvises city on use of
former industrial site

By VIKTORIA BRAYCHENKD
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At the invitation of ihe Kyviv Ciiy
Administration, an adjunct professor of
urban design at the Harvard Design
School i Cambndge, Massachuset s
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his students envisages transforming the
sile o a bosiness center. The second
plan calls for wang the site for enterunn
ment purposes, anid the third involves
transforming the site into a culiuml and
educational center

“We want o use the site as a way of
thinking about urbanism and thinking
about building cities.” he sand.

Guy Perry, Disign Critic in Urban
Design at Harvard, who is currently
overseeing several of Central Evrope’s
largest developments, including projects
in Warsaw, Prague, Kyiv and Belgrade,

From left lo right: Lev Partzkhaladze, chairman ol 213t Century investment company, Lee Cott, adjunct professor of urban design at
the Harvard Universily Design School, and Guy Perry. design critic in urban design at Harvard, are part of a team working with the
Kyiv City Administration to develop one of the city's decrepil industrial areas. (Fos! photo by Oleksy Boyko)

satidl that Kyiv is now enterimg a period of
rpid development compamble (o War
saw 10 years ago

“Kyiv has o chanee 1o avoid the mis-
takes that North America and Western
Euvrope made.” Perry said. In Kyiv, Perry
is working on several projects with the
investment company 215t Century.

“This is an excellent site to consider

this subject, as it is o place where a 215t
century economy is replacing older
industries, It is an opportunity 1o move
fovrward,” he saiid

Cott said it is important 1o think of
sustainable and ecological development
in projects of this sort. commenting thai
cities like Kyiv are in the proces of
destroving themselves. Most developing

cities, he saud, like Western cities, ane

characterized by overdevelopment and
iraffic problems

PETROLEUM ADDICTS

“Kyiv is at a crucial point right now,”
Cott said. “What happens will be very
umportant: will Kxyiv go the way of New
York and Bucnos Aires, with air pollu-

tion and traffic jams?”

He pointed out that eities like Amer
ica’s Atlanta, Georgia have lost some of
their appeal becanse they are unsustain
able, polluted. and highly dependent on
ther peet rolewm industry

Over the st few vears, the number of
trams in Kviv has been drastically
reduced, with some routes closed, In
America, tram companies were Bough
I General Motors and closed down in
the 196
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Cotr saidd the Kyiv City Adiministr-
tion ean also learn from the model of the
existing veo-city of Curativa, Drazil,
which has one of the most developed pul-
lic transportation systems i the workd

Fhe mayor of Curtiva deeided o pin
huge public investment into buses and
made it impossible for people to drive
downtown, Cott said.

“Everybody takes public tmnspaorta-
tion there because the waiting time

See HARVARD

Harvard Design School team plans for Kyiv site’s future

HARVARD, conitimmed from page 91
between the buses is 90 seconds.” Cott
saidl. “Now they have a hybnd of electne
and gasoline transport which doesn'y
pollune”

Ukraine should be doing evervthing
liw‘\' can Lo promole the dev t‘lt4|l|ll‘1|l of
al T H"l“'nl““[l of new [l_ulll\lan. 1.'!'('II'
nologies, as it is not a petroleam pro-
dlueing country, the architects suid.

Why become addicted like Amer
ica?” Cott said.

THINK GLOBALLY, ACT LOCALLY
Andry Myrgorodsky, i'i'|l1t1\' head of
the office of the citv's chief architect
sabd the city will take into account the
Harvard studenis” ides. The Kyiv Cily
Adminstration realiees that 1o live a
Kviv
consultants araund the world, he added
Fhe city will open a tender for devel-
eyt of the site 1o local architects.
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should limit the number of unwise ideas
and proposals,” Myrgorodsky said,

He hopes that the project will be real-
reed within five vears. Factories will be
refocated from the site, in accordance
with the city’s general plan,

“We are using the Telvehka site as a
way of understanding the city, and
understanding ways of making Kyiv
more intelligent in design than ot her
cities.” Cott said

Contemporary Kyiv is ahead of many
cities around the world, he said, because
it is pedestrian-friendly and offers resi
dents green spaces and a river

In America. we spend billions of
dollars today to try to recreate envi
romments like vou have in Kyiv,” Perry
said, “We would like to learn from the
mistakes of the last 50 vears to 80
vears in North Ameriea and Western
Europe.”

Kviv neads o plan its development
on the current thinking in America and
Wistern Europe, not the thinking of 30
viears of A0 vi TS D

“Kviv cannot afford to make those

mistakes beenuse it will never eatch up
if it does,” he said,

Warsaw has seen a great deal of
investment in the last ten vears, but the
city's inhabitants are no happer o live
there now than they were ten vears ago,
Perry said, beeause the investments
were not channeled in oan |1111.'|l||.:i'=r1
wity Lhat woulld create a betier city

“People in Poland realize that they
have missed an enormous opporiunity
Lo inerease the guality of life, A ot of
iJIIL'rII.IIiuI].'J| investors made a lot of
money in Wirsaw and in Poland, bt
anly a few people can say U Chey siw
their Hves improve.”

Cott said that it s very important
that the Kyiv cily cenler remains
vibirant and wseful, commenting that the
Dvnameo stadium’s downtown location
is & big plus,

‘A0 years ago we started building all
o stadivms outside the aity,” Cott sand
“Now we are bringing them all Tack injo
Chie einies because we ane missing the gual
ity of life they bring, which vou have
Kyiv has what America wants
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This model shows a 150-hectare industrial zone known as Telychka, located on the

Dnipro River. A team from the Harvard Design School propesed three plans for the
site's development o the Kyiv City Administration. (Post photo by Oleksy Boyko)



